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History of Links – Pre Google – A complex world!  

Lots of search engines 
 
High quality human maintained 
indices 
 –  slow to update 
- narrow coverage 
 
Automated search engines  
– low quality  
– used keyword matching, easy to 
manipulate 

 

Source: http://www.BruceClay.com/in/ 
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History of Links – Why are links important? 
Google – New Kid on the block – game changer 
 

Link Structure  
- used to calculate quality 
ranking of each web page 
(PageRank). 
 
Link Anchor text  
– Relevance of the current 
page  
+ associated it with the page 
the link points to. (Votes) 
 
Proximity Information  
- of word occurrences 

Source: http://www.google.com/competition/howgooglesearchworks.html 
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Are Links Dead?  
 

Source: 
http://googlewebmastercentral.blogspot.in/2012/10/a
-new-tool-to-disavow-links.html 
 
http://support.google.com/webmasters/bin/answer.p
y?hl=en&answer=66356 



New Delhi | 4–5 December 2012 | #SESND 

@siddlal 

Importance of links within other SEO elements 
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Links are everywhere 

Social Media Links –  
Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin, Google+, youTube 
Pinterest, squidoo, StumbleUpon, Tumblr, scribd, 
slideshare 
 
Guest Posts on authority sites 
Blogs 
Forums 
Directories 
Press Releases 
Article Submissions  
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Link Building – What not to do! 
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Bad Link Building – It adds no value to the Internet 
Example – Posting the same article in multiple directories 

 
 
 

Poor quality article 
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Bad Link Building – It adds no value to the Internet 
Example – Posting the same article in multiple directories 

 
 
 

Clients 
-Are you willing to 
gamble with your 
brand for short term 
gains? 

Agency 
-It is up to us Internet 
Marketers to make 
sure we do the right 
thing! 
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Bad Link Building – It adds no value to the Internet 
Example – Posting the same article in multiple directories 
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Article Link building – The better way 
(no longer as effective) 
 
 
 
Write “on target” unique content 
 
High quality = Link bait  
- be creative, good research, recent examples 
 
Avoid multiple articles on one blog site 
 
Spread your work across multiple domains 
 
Upload your content to “quality” domains 
 
No more than 1 or 2 links back to your site 
 
Use relevant anchor text 



New Delhi | 4–5 December 2012 | #SESND 

@siddlal 

Where can you get links? 

Google Places 
 
If you run a local business adding its information to Google Places 
will help you reach customers on Google Maps and web search. 
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Linkable Assets 
Great Content = Great Links 

Think out of the box  
-how can you add value? 
 
Get Creative 
-What is missing in your niche? 
-A different perspective 
-A better way of presenting data 
-Polls – Do something wacky 
-Ebooks 
-Infographics 
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Own Website 
QDF – Query Deserves Freshness 
Reverse Engineering 
Write unique content 
High quality = Link bait  
-be creative 
-good research 
-recent examples 

Link building – Linkable Assets 
-Blogs  
 
 
 
 

70,000+ Visits 
Social Media 
 
Concept 
-Evergreen 
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Link building – Linkable Assets 
-Infographics 
 
 
  

 
 

5,000 Visits 
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Link building – Linkable Assets 
-Infographics  
 
 
  

 
 Guess 

500,000+ 
Visitors 

Concept 
-Evergreen 
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Link building – Linkable Assets 
 
 
 
 

Concept 
-Evergreen 

Industry Thought Leader 
People will link to you – “EXPERT” 
 
How do I become one? 
Tweet regularly 
Speak @ Industry Conferences 
Blog 
Guest Posts, Reviews, Guides 
“How to” videos 
Participate in groups on Linkedin 
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Another viewpoint  
Links = Traffic, not Ranking  

Link building is not about Google, it is 
about relevant traffic. 
De-risk your website or you could 
lose it all! 
 
You don’t control Google, what happens when algorithm 
changes?  
 
Think Google Panda - What happened to? 
ezinearticles.com  labnol.org  associatedcontent.com 
helium.com    hubpages.com articlesbase.com  
 
More relevant Links = More relevant Traffic 
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On The Right Track - Example – Doctor Site 

Top 5 traffic sources-  20% niche forums 
Traffic -highly relevant, higher conversion rate  
Notice - “pages/visit” & “average visit duration” 
 
Takeaway – Research your niche/industry & look for opportunities 
like the above. Participate in these forums & become a thought 
leader! 
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Link Building Tools  
“SEO without the best tools is like doing brain surgery 
with a hammer” 
Bruce Clay, Founder of Bruce Clay, Inc 
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Link Building Tools - Free 
 
Google Webmaster Tools  
- Your website 

 
 
 

Yahoo Site Explorer – RIP 

Xenu Link Sleuth  
– broken links, redirects 
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Link Building Tools - Paid  
 
Links are the fabric of the web. These tools provide link intelligence 
data that is invaluable. Do you have a SEO Toolset? 
 
-Backlink checker 
-Compare domains 
-Identify linking opportunities 
-Analyze link anchor text 
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Link Building Tools - Paid  
Identify linking opportunities 

Domain 
AlexaRa
nk flipkart infibeam jabong yebhi myntra 

blogspot.com 11 25667 3187 35 580 105 

wordpress.com 22 3305 656 44 5 28 

flickr.com 56 19 0 0 1 0 

tumblr.com 37 6 1 0 0 0 

nytimes.com 113 2 0 0 0 2 

blogger.com 46 13 2 0 0 0 

reddit.com 135 44 6 0 0 3 

cnn.com 72 3 2 0 0 1 

pinterest.com 38 0 0 0 7 1 

squidoo.com 187 6 0 0 0 2 



New Delhi | 4–5 December 2012 | #SESND 

@siddlal 

Links – The latest update  
– Link Disavow tool 

Google recommends –  
 
Contact offending web sites 
directly & request link removal 
from the public web first. 
 
If multiple attempts to remove 
offending links fail then use the 
Disavow Links tool. 
Log in to GWT 

In response to Negative SEO 
Primary purpose -help clean up if you've hired a bad 
SEO or made mistakes in your own link-building. 


